
UKRANIAN REFUGEE ARYNA
RYMAR TALKS ABOUT
BUILDING HER CAKE BUSINESS
IN POLAND THANKS TO
LAPTOPS 4 LIVELIHOODS. 

When Peter Boolkah set up Laptops 4 Livelihoods in response to the
Russian Invasion of Ukraine he had a vision of what he wanted the
charity campaign to achieve. Last month Peter went to Kraków in
Poland to meet some of the Ukrainian women and children who are
benefiting from this campaign. 

Peter is a business coach with 30 years of experience helping
companies scale up and grow. When war broke out in Europe, Peter
realised that the women and children fleeing Ukraine for safety were
leaving everything behind. As people donated clothes and everyday
items Peter realised that soon these women would have to find work
and earn money. As the sole providers now for their families this
would be hard as they would also need to manage their childcare.

https://boolkah.com/
https://boolkah.com/laptops-4-livelihoods/


Peter is a big advocate of remote working and building remote teams. He
feels that it democratises the workplace and enables anyone to succeed. He
also feels that it provides more opportunities for people to access work.
However, to work remotely people need technology. Peter knew that the
women and children fleeing Ukraine would probably have made the choice
to leave laptops and large tech behind. He came up with the idea, Laptops 4
livelihoods and decided to call on the general public in the UK as well as
businesses to donate their old working laptops. With the help of volunteer
charity worker Faye Savage, a Bristolian living in Kraków, Peter continues to
source laptops, cleaning them of data (without accessing the data) and
distributing them to refugees in Kraków. The laptops 4 livelihoods campaign
has also now joined forces with Barbara Marchewka and Peter Naglicki
who run Team Kraków dla Ukrainy, a charity organisation collecting and
distributing aid globally and taking it into Ukraine as well as supporting the
refugees in Kraków.

https://www.facebook.com/TeamKrakowDlaUkrainy


“I come from Zaporizhia, a city on the Dnieper River in southeastern
Ukraine and I miss it so much. When the Russians invaded our
country, Zaporizhia was a major target. Within weeks we were living
in a war zone, with bombs going off around us. I decided to leave
with my seven year old daughter Viktoria. We left with nothing, just
the clothes on our back and a small bag. We had to leave so quickly
that Viktoria forgot her treasured rabbit and even now 8 months later
still gets upset that rabbit isn’t with her. When I arrived here at
Paszkowka JCC Kraków I knew that I was safe. Now I wake up in the
mornings knowing I will still be alive when the day ends.
I came to Poland wanting to be self-sufficient and provide for my
daughter. I ran a bakery business in Ukraine and did so for five years. 

Last month Peter Boolkah went to Kraków
to deliver more laptops. One of the women
he met was 28 year old Aryna Rymar. This
is her story.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/490633979205766


I came to Poland
wanting to be self-

sufficient and
provide for my

daughter. I ran a
bakery business in
Ukraine and did so

for five years.

- ARYNA

It was mainly word of mouth but I was always really busy. I love baking
and designing cakes. It really makes me happy. When I arrived here at
Paszkowka JCC Kraków I knew that I needed to keep baking. However,
I also realised that I needed to find new customers. I tried doing this on
my phone for months but it was quite difficult. I knew that I needed to
learn more about social media marketing as that was the way I would
attract new customers.  

When the laptops 4 livelihoods campaign
gave me a laptop it changed mine and
Viktoria’s life. I am now learning
photoshop and how to advertise
organically on social media and this just
wouldn’t have been possible without the
laptop. I am now building my business
here in Poland and it is helping us to feel a
part of the country that has offered us a
lifeline. 

It has also made a huge difference to
Viktoria. In Ukraine she was in first grade.
Here the system is different and they start
much later. 



So Viktoria is still doing Ukrainian first grade remotely but also
attending pre-school here in Poland for a few days a week. The
laptop makes it so much easier for her to do her lessons.

All of us here want to go back to Ukraine when it is safe but for the
time being we make the best of our situation. The kindness of others
is important to us and I hope that people read this story and visit my
cake business on social media!” 

Aryna's cake business:
instagram.com/sladosti_zp

To donate a laptop:
boolkah.com/laptops-4-livelihoods

source:instagram/sladosti_zp

https://www.instagram.com/sladosti_zp/?hl=en

